
The City Seedling 

The current MGGD Board is 

òterm limitedó which means 

we cannot occupy the same 

positions we are currently 

holding.  And a couple of us 

wonõt be able to be Board 

members in the future since 

weõll likely be moving away 

from the metropolitan Detroit 

area before next March, when 

the new Board is elected.  So 

MGGD is in of need people to 

fill the gaps in the board and 

committee chairpersons. 

MGGD needs YOU to be-

come active by becoming a 

Board Member!!!  (And donõt 

forget that Board activities are 

Extension-Approved volun-

teer hours!) 

Weõd like anyone who is inter-

ested in becoming a board 

member to come to one of our 

meetings to see what itõs all 

about.  The monthly board 

meetings have been recently 

changed so that we meet just 

before the monthly member 

meeting.  This means your 

commitment would be for a 

single Wednesday per month, 

not two. 

The President, Vice President, 

Secretary, and Treasurer posi-

tions are elected by the mem-

bership every two years at the 

March meeting.  There are 

also committee chairs that are 

appointed from volunteers:  

Hospitality, Volunteer, Public 

Relations, Programs and Mem-

bership.  We also have a per-

son doing the postcard 

ôreminderõ mailings which is 

supported by a master spread-

sheet list of members, past and 

current. 

Contact me today via email 

(mggdmail@comcast.net) and 

let me know if you have any 

questions.  Come on, 

MGGDõers!!!  Step up to the 

plate! 
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butterflies in my yard.  And 

my favorite implement is the 

rain barrels.  I wish my garden 

was even larger so that I could 

plant more native plants. 

My favorite plant in my yard 

is Swamp Milkweed - Asclepias 

incarnata. It is the host plant 

for the Monarch Butterfly. If 

you have this in your land-

scape, Monarchs will come 

and lay eggs on it. Milkweed 

plants, Asclepias spp., are the 

food that the caterpillars need.  

I have Swamp Milkweed seeds 

that I would be happy to 

share. If you want some you 

may either come over or send 

me a self-addressed stamped 

envelope.  Email me at: bren-

dad1@ameritech.com. 

My passion is Lepidopterañ

butterflies and moths. I am 

constantly learning about 

them and enjoy sharing my 

knowledge with others.  My 

garden is totally organic with 

many native plants, which 

provides a healthy ecosystem. 

This attracts a wider variety of 

birds and insects.  I have had 

over thirty different kinds of 



MGGD May Member Meeting - May 26th, United Methodist. 

Guest Speaker: Principal of the Katherine Furgeson Academy. 

MGGD June Member "Summer Send Off" - June 23rd, Jim 

Collias home. "Victory Garden" history, Harper Woods. 

MGGD/DGC Member Appreciation Potluck - August 11th , 

Grosse Pointe Park Tompkins Center. 

Detroit Garden Center Elmwood Cemetery Tour is May 16th, 

1 - 3:30 pm. Cheryl M. English, advanced Master Gardener, and 

Chancey Miller, Elmwood historian, team up to tell you how to 

identify some of the trees in this historic cemetery as well as the 

stories of some of Michigan's most famous citizens who are bur-

ied there. Call the Detroit Garden Center at 313-259-6363 for 

reservations or email detroitgardenctr@yahoo.com.  $10 mem-

bers, $12 nonmembers.  Elmwood Cemetery is located at 1000 

Robert Bradby Dr., just off Lafayette. 

Upcoming Events 
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Creating a Butterfly Haven in Your Garden, by Brenda Dziedzic 

they can more easily see a large 

swath of the same brightly 

colored plants.   

Some choices are: 

Spring bloomersñWild Straw-

berry, Wild Geranium, Wild 

Lupine, Dogwoods, Choke-

cherry, Viburnums 

Summer bloomersñButterfly 

Bush, Butterfly Weed, Spotted 

St. Johnõs Wort, Rough Blazing 

Star, Dwarf Blazing Star, Bee 

Balm, Prairie Phlox, Shrubby 

Cinquefoil, Black-eyed Susan, 

Purple Coneflower, Swamp 

Milkweed 

Late bloomersñAsters, Blue 

How about inviting butterflies 

into your garden this summer?  

Two types of plants are needed 

so that butterflies can complete 

their whole metamorphosis in 

your gardenñnectar and host 

plants.  Most butterfly plants 

require at least six hours of sun 

a day. 

Nectar Plants 

Butterflies need plants that 

provide nectar for their food.  

Itõs important to have both 

early and late bloomers in your 

yard, so that you are providing 

food both for the butterflies 

who arrive early and for those 

who pass through Michigan on 

their way to warmer places in 

late fall.  Native plants are a 

good choice for providing the 

correct food for the butterflies 

that are native to our areas here 

in Michigan.  Butterflies are 

attracted to bright colors, and 

Mistflower, Ironweed, Golden-

rod, Joe-Pye Weed 

Larval Host Plants  

Butterflies will stay in your 

garden if they have a place to 

lay their eggs.  òHostó plants 

are those that serve as larval 

(caterpillar) food.  Many native 

plants are larval food sources.  

Each butterfly species has their 

favorite host plant.  Some host 

plants are Shrubby Cinquefoil, 

Black Cherry, Chokecherry, 

Mapleleaf Viburnum, Prairie 

Violet, Swamp Milkweed, But-

terfly Weed, Big-leaved Aster, 

New England Aster, Turtle-

head, Tall Sunflower, Spice-

bush, Wild Lupine, Dill, Fen-

nel, Rue, and Parsley. 

Additional Attractions  

-  A small saucer with sliced 

(Continued on page 5) 

The 19th Annual Grosse Pointe Garden Tour , sponsored by 

the Grosse Pointe Garden Center, Inc., Saturday and Sunday, 

June 26 and 27, rain or shine, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. There are 

nine beautiful private gardens throughout the Grosse Pointes on 

the tour this year, as well as the "Trial Gardens" and the 

"Children's Garden" at the Grosse Pointe War Memorial, and a 

white elephant sale on Saturday at the War Memorial.  MSU Mas-

ter Gardeners will be in every private garden, and local artists 

will also be sketching in the private gardens.  All proceeds will be 

used by the Grosse Pointe Garden Center to benefit the educa-

tion, beautification, horticulture and conservation of the commu-

nity.  Tickets are $12 pre-tour and $15 on tour days. They are 

available at local merchants and at the Grosse Pointe War Memo-

rial, 32 Lake Shore Drive, in Grosse Pointe Farms, (313) 881-7511 

ext. 206. 


