
The City Seedling  

The Newsletter is back!  

Many thanks to all of the 

contributors, interviewees, 

writers and editors.  And 

special thanks to Bonnie 

Krueger and Jolene Shrake, 

for without their efforts, this 

newsletter would not be pos-

sible. 

MGGD exists for the educa-

tion and outreach to Master 

Gardeners and its supporters.  

We enlist the knowledge of 

many local experts in bring-

ing interesting and informa-

tive topics to our members.  

Our annual dues (which are 

due every March) build the 

financial basis from which 

we are allowed to pay our 

speakers. 

For more information about 

joining MGGD, either as a 

full Master Gardener mem-

ber or as a Social member, 

visit our website:  

www.mggd.org.  Download 

the membership application 

and join or renew today! 

A Note from MGGD President Sue Ann Hanson 

We are so appreciative to 

Jolene Shrake for helping to 

collect articles for the 

MGGD newsletter!  She has 

interviewed several MGGD 

members for this issue.  

Throughout the year, Jolene 

will be contacting several 

members each quarter, and 

requests that you could re-

spond to her call or email 

within two weeks of being 

contacted.  We hope to in-

clude photos in each issue, so 

please send pictures of your 

garden if possible. 

If you would like to contrib-

ute an article on a gardening 

subject or event, please email 

Jolene.shrake@yahoo.com. 

The article will be included 

in an upcoming newsletter. 

Thank you so much! 
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March 14 - Detroit Garden Center Annual Meeting, Luncheon and Program at Belle Isle Nature Zoo.  

12:30-1:30pm, luncheon catered by Thibault & Moore; 1:30-2pm, annual meeting; 2-3 pm, Program - Speaker and Advanced 

Master Gardener, Cheryl English presents: Wildflowers in MI Gardens.  Often considered too wild and crazy for the average 

gardener, wildflowers can thrive and provide years of beauty even in a small urban garden.  Donõt limit yourself to the develop-

ment of "well-behaved" "garden worthy" cultivars.  Learn how the species themselves can be a successful part of your garden 

while providing an attractive environment for our local fauna as well.  $25 luncheon and program; $5 program only.  For reser-

vations call (313) 259-6363 or email detroitgardenctr@yahoo.com. 

 

May 15 - Perennial Exchange in Grosse Pointe Park.  Call Barb Feldman for details at (313) 412-0249. 

 

March 10, 7:30pm - Grosse Pointe Park Community Garden Seminar, ôDeveloping a Community Garden.õ 

Hosted by Grosse Pointe Park Beautification Commission, Beautification Commission of Southeast Michigan and Wayne 

County Master Gardeners.  Meeting will be at Tompkins Center, Windmill Pointe Park, Grosse Pointe Park. 

 

March 11 & 12 - "Herbal Gardening, Cooking, Decorating - Dill -lightful"  The Michigan Herb Associates will be holding 

their Annual Conference during ANR week at MSU.  Dill is the 2010 Herb of the Year. The Conference will feature programs 

on herb culture, design, and cooking. Registration starts at 8:15am, Program at 9:15am. Conference meetings will be held in 

Wells Hall along with educational displays, silent auction, and several shoppe sales.  Conference and Program information and 

forms can be found at www.miherb.org 

 

May 29, starting 9 a.m. - Belle Isle Botanical Society Plant Sale, with 80 varieties of tomatoes! 

 

Wayne County Conservation District Spring Tree Sale .  Check website for details: www.waynecd.org 

 

Southeast Michigan Butterfly Associations upcoming meetings:   

Feb 17, 7 p.m. - "Garden Design" by Carolyn Sohoza, SEMBA Vice-President.  Learn how to design Butterfly Gardens. 

March 17, 7 p.m. - "Increasing Biodiversity of Lepidoptera by using Native Plants and Grasses" by Chad Hughson, owner of 

Hidden Savanna Nurseries. 

April 21 - "Container Gardening" by Randy Zeilinger, owner of Yardwerks Landscaping Co.  Learn how to create a container 

Butterfly Garden.  This is great when space is limited. 

May 19 - "Plant Identification Hike" by Carol Clements, Nankin Mills Naturalist.  This is a trail hike to identify native plants, 

trees, and shrubs that butterflies use.  Wear proper shoes. 

Meetings will be at Nankin Mills, 33175 Ann Arbor Trail, Westland, MI 48186. There is parking on Hines Dr. or Ann Arbor 

Trail. $3.00 for non-members, members are free. Questions call 734-326-0578 or go to www.sembabutterfly.com. 

February - "The Detroit River - Past, Present and Future" by 

Charlie Bristol 

March - "Eradicating Phragmites" by Mary Bolling 

April  - "Urban Farm Program" by Lindsay Turpin 

May - "Kathering Furgeson Academy" 

June - Summer Sendoff (location to be determined) 

Other Upcoming Events 

MGGD Spring Meetings 
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MGGD member Theresa Kellyõs beautiful shade garden 

MGGD Wearables and More 

Organic Short sleeve Tee 

Colors: Stone, City Green, Yellow and Blue 

Sizes: M, L, XL, XXL 

$15.00 

V-neck Short sleeve Tee 

Colors are numerous 

Sizes: M, L, XL, XXL 

$15.00 

Flower kneeling pads 

Foam pad in a pretty flower shape 

$5.00 

Gilden Short sleeve Tees 

Various colors and logo styles 

Sizes: M, L, XL, XXL 

$15.00 

V-neck 3/4 sleeve Tee 

Numerous colors 

$20.00 

Long sleeve Tee 

Sizes: M, L, XL, XXL 

$20.00 

Crew Neck Sweatshirts 

Colors: Navy, Forest Green, Lt Blue, Pine, Deep Royal 

$25.00 

1/2   Waist apron  

Green with pockets, with no logo 

$5.00 

Ball Caps 

Choice of light or dark khaki with dark green logo 

$10.00 

Folding Sun Hat  

Blue, green, or gold, no logo 

$5.00 

Golf Umbrellas  

Green and white panels 

$20.00 

Zip Tote Bag 

Dark green with white logo 

$15.00 

Leather Garden Gloves 

Medium size only ñ various colors 

$3.00 

Garden Grip Gloves 

Striped gloves 

$5.00 

Pop up Yard Waste Container 

Dark green with white logo 

$18.00 

To purchase an item, contact: 

Theresa Gilliam-Kelly at 

tg_mjkelly@msn.com 



In the past few years I have 

especially enjoyed volunteer-

ing at the Detroit Zoo and 

the greenhouses on Belle Isle.  

The zoo is always a great 

place to visit and really en-

joyable before opening to the 

public in the morning.  The 

opportunity to get just a lit-

tle closer to the animals is 

pretty exciting.  As for Belle 

Isle, there is nothing better 

than working with plants in 

the middle of winter when 

you think spring will never 

come. 

In my own yard, I donõt 

have fences or concrete so it 

makes for a really nice green 

space.  However, I am con-

stantly battling tree roots 

and bad soil!  I really love 

phlox.  The colors and vari-

ety appeal to me and I find 

they are pretty happy in my 

yard.  I do cut a few stalks 

from the middle to help with 

the air flow to prevent mold.   

And while working in the 

garden, I have a small hand 

hoe that really works well 

for me.  Itõs a diamond shape 

and is somewhat sharp. 

Beyond my garden, I enjoy 

sewing, quilting, and knit-

ting. 

Member Focus: Barb Feldman 

Bearõs Breeches, 

Acanthus mollis 

gives me.  I have white pines and 

other evergreens for privacy.  

This quiet and privacy allows 

me to enjoy the birds and other 

wildlife that share my yard with 

me.  I have bird feeders and 

houses.  I prepare carrots for the 

rabbits and Iõm entertained by 

the rabbits eating the carrots and 

then begging for more.  Bearõs 

Breeches, Acanthus mollis (see 

photos), is one of my favorite 

plants, with such a unique leaf 

and the flower spikes. I like 

Oakleaf hydrangea and Iris. I 

have bearded and miniature iris.  

Iõve recently made room for 

more Japanese painted ferns un-

der the pines. 

Besides gardening, I crochet, 

knit, volunteer, cook and do 

basket weaving. 

Member Focus: Carolyn Nantroup 

I enjoy and always learn some-

thing from attending the Master 

Gardener workshop in the fall.  

I attend the classes held at Trin-

ity Lutheran.  I canõt say I have a 

favorite volunteer education 

opportunity, but I sure have 

enjoyed many of the speakers 

that I have listened to over the 

years and always learn some-

thing new!  I volunteer at the 

Belle Isle Botanical Societyõs 

plant sale and I volunteer at the 

Grosse Pointe Garden Tour 

each year, helping with evaluat-

ing the gardens to be toured and 

giving out information at the 

tables.  Iõm president of the 

Grosse Pointe Park Garden 

Club. 

In my garden, I have sandy loam 

soil, really no clay at all.  I enjoy 

the peace and quiet that my yard 
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